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University Happenings
“Bringing War Home” Roadshow Event Comes to USU Moab in October

The USU Bringing War Home Project will host its 
sixth community event on Saturday, Oct. 22 at the Utah 
State University Moab campus. The event is scheduled from 
10 am – 2 pm and is free and open to the public. Through 
a national endowment for the Humanities Dialogues on the 
Experience of War grant led by two Utah State University 
faculty– Susan Grayzel from history and Molly Cannon from 
anthropology– the Bringing War Home Project is working in 
partnership with Utah Public Radio to document the objects 
and memories associated with America’s modern wars.

Many people are familiar with wartime souvenirs, 
whether having direct experience with the battlefi eld or not. 
Some of these objects are personal, a way for veterans to 
preserve their experiences. Often, they are treasure objects 
from relatives who have participated in the wars of the 
20th century; special things that linger on as memorials that 
help families tell the stories of how beloved fathers, 
grandfathers, mothers and grandmothers, cousins, 
and siblings contributed to the larger history of 
war. The “Bringing War Home” project invites 
the community– military and civilian alike– to 
connect with the history of war through sharing 
wartime objects and the personal stories that 
surround them.

“We are thrilled that the “Bringing War Home” 
Roadshow is coming to southeastern Utah,” said Lianna 
Etchberger, associate vice president for USU Moab. “I married 

into a military family and discovered that sharing stories of 
war have a profound way of creating bonds and connection. 

I invite everyone with artifacts to come and share their 
stories. Please join us, even if you don’t have something 
to share, so you can hear your neighbor’s story 
fi rsthand. This is a wonderful opportunity to preserve 
for future generations the personal impacts that war 
has had on southeastern Utah across generations.

USU welcomes the community to bring wartime 
objects to the USU Moab campus on Saturday, Oct. 22, 

2022. Students and volunteers are eager to document and 
preserve these special items so they can be shared with the 

community. Such public history preserved in a digital archive 
will enable students, educators, and future generations to 
engage with these important sources of our common past. 
Working with Utah Public Radio, the project also hopes to 
record the family narratives that accompany such objectives 
to appreciate fully the long-term impact of war. Using the 
objects and stories collected at these roadshows, USU will be 
working with USU Digital Initiatives to create an accessible, 
public digital archive and exhibition “Eff ects of War: Stories 
and Objects from Utah.”

As part of the roadshow events, UPR’s Tom Williams 
will conduct a live taping of Access Utah, beginning at 10 
a.m. All are invited to attend the taping.

One of the main goals of the roadshow is to create 
opportunities for veterans, military families, students, and 
communities to join in ongoing conversations on how personal 
objects and stories can help others understand modern war. 
For more information about the event, please visit: https://
www.usu.edu/mountainwest/bringing-war-home.

The community is also invited to record an oral history 
account of their objects with UPR. To record an oral history, 
visit https://www.upr.org/show/bringing-war-home.

Conversations at the Hyrum Museum

Master of Public Health Program Earns CEPH Accreditation by Steve Hawks 
 Kinesiology and Health Science

The Health Education and Promotion Master of Public 
Health (HEP MPH) program at Utah State University has 
earned accreditation from the Council on Education for 
Public Health (CEPH), an independent agency recognized 
by the U.S. Department of Education for assuring quality 
in public health education and training.

“Our ongoing goal has been to provide the best 
possible educational experiences for our students as 
they transition into the challenging world of public 
health practice,” said Julie Gast, MPH program director. 
“Accreditation by CEPH, with very high marks across 
numerous criteria, validates the quality of our program 
and the high level of training received by our students.”

The accreditation term is retroactive from December 
2019 and extends through December 2027. The program 
received this accreditation after its fi rst CEPH review, 
boding well for its future as a fully accredited program 
in public health.

Laura Rasar King, executive director of CEPH, 
commended the department’s administrators, faculty, 
staff , students and other stakeholders for their commitment 
to the program. She stated that the council recognized the 
eff orts of Utah State University to “ensure that students 
receive a high-quality education that advances them 
toward their career goals."

“Providing exceptional public health training 
is crucial in preparing public health professionals, 
particularly in light of the pandemic and the growing 
need to address social justice and health inequities,” 
Gast said. “We look forward to continuing to build an 
outstanding curriculum and experience for our students 
and to develop new endeavors that will further enhance 
the HEP MPH program at USU.”

The Kinesiology and Health Science Department 
at USU established the aff ordable, fully online HEP 
MPH program in 2017 to meet the needs of rural and 
underserved populations throughout Utah. The program’s 
enrollment represents the diverse demographics of the 
state and beyond. During the pandemic, several HEP 
MPH students were involved with contact tracing and 
related front-line duties.

“USU’s HEP MPH program provides a solid 
grounding in foundational public health knowledge 
enriched with a cutting-edge online environment,” Gast 
said. “Courses feature current content presented via 
interactive media that simulates real-world public health 
issues and solutions. Through carefully developed fi eld 
experiences, students make an immediate impact on their 
careers and communities.”
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